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DEDICATED TO MANAGING GOLF COURSES … from the ground up

Using Permeable Reactive Barriers to address Nitrogen Pollution
by Ed Nash
On 4/5/17 I went to a meeting on the title subject. It was well attended by County Staff, engineers, environmental groups,
towns and stakeholders.
There are currently three experimental barriers being installed as part of the 208 Water Management Plan. Falmouth, Dennis
and Orleans are in the process. Each barrier will cost up to 2 million dollars to install and monitor over the next five years. If they
work well, 75% of the nitrogen could be removed from a groundwater plume. That could reduce the cost of traditional sewering in
some areas and save money.
The process of cleaning up our groundwater will be a long and expensive project. We have done our part by reducing
nitrogen and phosphorous use. I will keep you posted when there are other ways that we can help.
And there are other ways, but that will be for another article…
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President’s Message
Another spring is upon us and it’s nice to get that
first golf outing of the year under our belts. The GCSACC
hosted the annual Bear Cup at the Country Club of Halifax
where Edward Gianni and his staff did an excellent job
despite the non-stop rain for the past few weeks in our
area. The GCSACC won the match and will hold onto the
trophy for another year.
The Board of Directors has been working on new
ideas to spice up our newsletter so I would like to bring
some of those to your attention. We are going to do a
“getting to know the superintendent” profile for each
superintendent that hosts an event. Also, we are offering a
free monthly meeting to any member that is willing to write an article for the
newsletter. Members would love to hear what is going on at other courses or to hear
from vendors about what they are seeing in their travels. Hopefully there will be some
participation from all of you.
We have a nice slate of events coming up in the near future with the first one
being our 30th Annual John O’Connell Scholarship and Research Tournament to be
held May 31st at Cummaquid Golf Club. This is our big fundraiser so donations of
any kind are much appreciated. In addition to other events, the GCSACC is celebrating
50 years as an association and will be holding a special golf outing in September at
New Seabury. We are working on the date and will get that out to you as soon as
possible.
I hope everyone has a great spring and I look forward to seeing you all at the
Scholarship and Research Tournament next month.
Regards,

Brian

Executive Secretary
Julie E. Heston
(401) 934-7660
EDITOR’S NOTE: The Sand Blaster is produced
bi-monthly as an informational service to its
members. Printed material does not suggest the
views, attitudes or recommended practices of
GCSACC, the board members or its associated
committees. Industry-related articles are always
welcome to be considered for publication.
Articles, as well as address and/or position
changes, may be sent to Julie Heston at
401-934-9901 (fax) or jheston@verizon.net.

Bayer Environmental Science
Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed.

Brian Giblin
(508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
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“INSIDE THE LEATHER”
• Our condolences are extended to Scott Godfrey and family on
the passing of Scott’s father, Paul Godfrey, on March 7, 2017.
• We are looking for photos of our member’s courses for the
website. If you would like to have your photo on the website,
please email them to Julie at jheston@verizon.net.
• If your club or company has been recognized or awarded a
distinction, please send us an email at jheston@verizon.net or
seyman60@gmail.com. We will mention it in an upcoming
edition of The Sand Blaster.
• Just a reminder that you can obtain a USGA GHIN number
through GCSACC. There is no fee for this. Please contact Julie
Heston is you are interested.
• The GCSACC Board is looking for volunteers to help the board
with tasks and serve on committees. If you are interested,
please contact Brian Smoot at briansmoot32@yahoo.com
• GCSACC is looking for a volunteer to be our GCSAA Grassroots
Ambassador. If you are interested or want to find out more
about this program, please contact Kevin Doyle at
kdoyle@gcsaa.org.

April 10, 2017
Country Club of Halifax – Host: Ed Gianni, CGCS
Cape Cod retains the Bear Cup
1st low net - Frank Hancock and Ed Downing
2nd low net - Garrett Whitney and Joe Deely
3rd low net - Dave Stott and Bob Kingsbury
1st low gross - Ed Gianni and Kurt Calderwood
CTP Hole 3 - Pat Hogan, Hole 16 - Dave Stott

L-R: Tom Harrington with our host Ed Gianni
holding the Bear Cup

Reminder: Alumni Turf Group - The 13th Annual Dr.
Joseph Troll Turf Classic
May 15, 2017
GreatHorse Golf Club, Hamden, MA
Host: Dave Rafferty, Golf Course Superintendent
Honoree: Brian Silva
GreatHorse is a world-class private club located in the small
town of Hampden, Massachusetts. The Brian Silva’s design incorporates unparalleled amenities, natural wetlands, mountain
views, and over 200 bunkers. The championship tees offer
golfers over 7,500 yards of pristine golf action.
For more information, please contact:
Dave Pease, Executive Secretary
Alumni Turf Group
www.alumniturfgroup.com
Northeast Golf & Turf Supply Wins 3 Rain Bird Golf
Awards for 2016.
Peabody, Massachusetts – February, 2017
Northeast Nursery of Peabody, Massachusetts is pleased to announce that its subsidiary, Northeast Golf & Turf Supply has been
awarded 3 prestigious Rain Bird Golf awards for the year 2016.
The Rain Bird Don Parker Service Award, named after a Rain
Bird employee that set the highest standard of excellence and
service in the golf course irrigation business, was awarded to
Greg Hennessy and Tom Hoffer in recognition of their outstanding service capabilities and achievements during 2016.
The Rain Bird Top Flight Award is given to multiple distributors
both nationally and internationally for their performance in sales
and service for the given year, and was awarded to Northeast Golf
& Turf Supply for the year 2016.
Lastly, Northeast Golf & Turf Supply was given the prestigious
Rain Bird Distributor of the Year award which recognizes the top
performer among all Rain Bird distributors worldwide.
According to Bill Stinson, Golf Irrigation Manager, “These awards
are a reflection of the enjoyment we get helping our Rain Bird
customers maximize their irrigation systems and conserve water
on a daily basis. We all find it meaningful to help golf courses be
good environmental stewards.”
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Blast from the Past

Since GCSACC is turning 50 this year, we will be highlighting articles
from past newsletters in each issue of The Sand Blaster.

March 1981

4

Blast from the Past

Since GCSACC is turning 50 this year, we will be highlighting articles
from past newsletters in each issue of The Sand Blaster.

September 2007
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20 Years and Still Sprouting!
By: Gary Sykes
Recently, we ended our 20th annual turfgrass conference and show. Amazing how the time has gone by so rapidly. In those
20 years we have had only one major snowstorm, listened to 19 keynote speeches, taught more than 1200 hours of turfgrass
education, witnessed more than 300 hours of trade show, printed nearly 50,000 badges, have probably enjoyed more food all over
Providence than we can imagine, sipped thousands upon thousands of cups of coffee and only heaven knows how ounces of liquids
were consumed! We have seen the show, like the industry, peak in early 2000s, and like the industry, struggle to keep up with the
expectations as economics seem to slam the brakes on life and business no matter how hard you worked to keep it moving. It
may have not been the journey we would have planned, but when was the last time a plan all worked out perfectly? It is what it
is…..and as the great Yogi Berra once said, “the Future ain’t what it used to be!?” Either way, it is something we should look
forward to throughout life.
Since the show’s inception we can accurately announce that we have surpassed the $2 Million mark in research funding as an
organization. No fake news here! More than 70 research projects have been funded, testing equipment has been purchased or
built and the foundation proudly contributed $175,000 into the construction of a “cutting edge” research building (pun intended).
Not half bad for an organization that was starting from scratch with more ideas than money. So, congratulations to all the New
England Turfgrass Industry supporting the 20 years of events that has allowed this amazing landmark to be achieved and shared.
So, here we are planning already for our 21st conference and show. But for the 20th, we had good solid attendance again for
seminars Monday and Tuesday. We were very happy with our pre-registrations; the USGA session had a great feel to it including the
attendance. Our appreciation and big thanks goes out to Jim Skorulski and the USGA for a great traditional kick-off to our
education sessions. Once in a while we hit a homerun with our keynotes. Everyone I spoke to thought Major Dan Rooney was one
of the best we have ever had. A patriot, a pilot, a good player and a parent, all of which he shared a great passion and appreciation
for. What he and his organization, assisted by the game of golf, are doing for dependents of our wounded and KIA soldiers is
phenomenal. It was great to see him interact especially with veterans in attendance as they shared their experiences. He’ll be hard
to equal never mind top!
Wednesday, as it always is, was of high value for education, exhibitor time, and networking. Right out of the gate the morning
had a great amount of energy, and the day was full of information opportunities for many areas of the industry. We appreciate that
many take advantage of the gathering especially on Wednesday. UMass has its Alumni Breakfast, NESTMA had a full annual
meeting, NESPA had a good turnout of sod producers. Some of our vendors do sales/support training during the off hours of the
show. The show has become a functional entity in many ways for a large part of the industry. We end the day with some fun at the
auction and a large social event at the Omni. From there many head to their favorite spots to continue a high quality evening!
Attendance naturally drops off on Thursday, but offers an opportunity for some to visit exhibitors without many of the
distractions of the previous two days and take advantage of it. On Thursday, the education program is at its highest quality and this
year it had good solid attendance again and fulfilled expectations. Before you know it though, it is time to pack the vehicles and
head for the barn. And, they do!
We also tried two new approaches to introduce the industry to possible newcomers. Hoping to sprout some interest….with
the help of Michelle DaCosta and UMass, veteran’s groups were contacted to invite those interested individuals to come and learn
about careers in the turf industry. Some did take advantage of it. We hope to continue to reach out to veterans in the future. We
also invited many high schools in CT and MA that might have students interested in an outdoor career. We shared information,
opportunities, what the requirements are and the pleasures of being in an industry such as ours. These will be areas we will
continue to support in the interest of the industry. We thank you all for your support and dedication to our great industry and to
20 years of shows! Now, on to the Future!.......Mark the Calendar: March 5-8, 2018!
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Seen at NERTF 2017
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Seen at NERTF 2017
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The VTGCSA Continues Win Streak at the Nor’easter Cup!
Nor’easter Ski Day Recap at Killington
For the third time in a row, the host team from Vermont won the Nor’easter Cup at Killington Ski Resort in Killington, VT! After
a rough winter in 2016 that saw the event postponed due to no snow, Vermont wasted no time in defending their title in excellent
skiing conditions!
Nine golf course superintendent associations from the Northeast competed at the annual event on February 16th, where more
than 100 superintendents and industry representatives, along with their families came together for a day of camaraderie, great
skiing and friendly competition on the slopes of Vermont. The staff at Killington Mountain’s Racing School was so impressed with
the skill level of the golf experts, so they set up an even more challenging course this year on their black diamond “Highline” race
trail, just a few hundred feet away from where the women’s World Cup event was held in November!
While several association have clearly been practicing over the winter and putting the pressure on the host team, Vermont’s
group, led by the fastest male of the mountain James Writer, defeated archrival Northeastern by 9 seconds! The flat-landers from NJ
were an impressive 3rd place placing 2 of their racers in the top 6 overall!
Conditions were just perfect this year with several Nor’easters dropping powder leading up to the February event. Race
conditions were described as firm and fast for the 2-run giant slalom race! Each team totaled their fastest four racers and prizes
were given out to the fastest overall male and female skiers and boarders! Vermont also successfully defended their title over the
Northeastern group in the VT Cup, a rivalry that dates to 1993!
If the skiing and racing did not provide enough excitement for folks, then the Après Ski party at the Wobbly Barn proved a fine
ending to a competitive day on the slopes. Support from our generous sponsors helped the folks at Killington provide great food
and an open bar for a few hours after skiing. Proving this is the place to be during the winter, Killington provided highly
discounted ski passes for the group and affordable pricing on lodging! Make sure to watch for dates for 2017 and join your
associates for a great day on the slopes during the off-season!!
For the die-hard skiers, it was just announced that Killington will once again host the Women’s World Cup for the next two
winters over the Thanksgiving holiday weekend after an excellent event in 2016!
As in years past, this event also serves as fundraising opportunity to help support our industry members in times of need. Over
the past several years, proceeds from the Nor’easter Ski Day have helped with donations to fellow superintendents in times of need,
from medical issues to times of natural disasters. The event has raised thousands of dollars so far and this year we are pleased to
have increased that number by over $1,000 again in 2017. If you want to send us a message recommending someone in need,
please do so to any of the board members, otherwise we’ll start a savings account for future needs.
We are all fortunate to be associated with such great folks and we encourage all of you to join us next year as we continue to
use the event to help our own. Thanks to all that donated so generously and special thanks to Augie Young of Sipcam, Wes Bishop
of Reliable Racing and Scott Watelet from Northern Ski Works who generously donated to our raffle!
Special thanks to Chris Cowan who took some great photographs at the event. Photos of the race day can be viewed at:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/115122615@N07/albums/72157679762673642
The Nor’easter Ski Day was made great because of the overwhelming support of its sponsors! We would like to thank the
following companies for their help in making this event a huge success;
Platinum Sponsors: Syngenta, Jacobsen, MTE Turf Equipment and Vermont Precision Real Grinding.
Gold Sponsors: BASF, Sipcam Rotam, Toro, Turf Products and Grassland.
Silver Sponsors: Atlantic Golf & Turf, GenNext, Aquatrols, Seeton Turf, Koch Turf & Ornamental, Northeast Golf & Turf
Supply, Rain Bird, New England Specialty Soils, Sunbelt Rentals, Harrell’s and Winfield.
Bronze Sponsors: Bayer, DOW Agro Sciences, Valley Green, FMC, Nufarm, Putnam Pipe, Winterberry Irrigation, Grigg
Brothers, Quali-Pro, VTGCSA and The Northeastern GCSAA.
Special thanks go out to the folks at Syngenta for supplying everyone with great t-shirts that are sure to become collector’s
items over the years!
Hope to see you next winter on the slopes!!!
Andy Drohen
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TŚĞEĞǁŶŐůĂŶĚZĞŐŝŽŶĂůdƵƌĨŐƌĂƐƐ/ŶĚƵƐƚƌǇǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŽƵƌƐŝŶĐĞƌĞ
ĐŽŶĚŽůĞŶĐĞƐŽŶƚŚĞƉĂƐƐŝŶŐŽĨĂŶŶǇĂůŝƐĞǁŚŽĨŽƌϭϮǇĞĂƌƐƉŽǁĞƌĞĚƚŚĞEĞǁ
ŶŐůĂŶĚZĞŐŝŽŶĂůdƵƌĨŐƌĂƐƐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞĂŶĚ^ŚŽǁ>ŝǀĞƵĐƟŽŶ͕ǁŝƚŚDĂŶŶǇ
DŝŚĂŝůŝĚĞƐ͕ƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǁĂǇŝŶƚŽǇŽƵƌƉŽĐŬĞƚĨŽƌĂŐŽŽĚĐĂƵƐĞ
ŝƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƌƚ͘DĂŬĞƚŚĞŵĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕ŵĂŬĞƚŚĞŵůĂƵŐŚĂďŝƚ͕ƚŚĞŶŵĂŬĞ
ƚŚĞŵƉĂǇĂŶĚĂůǁĂǇƐĚŽŝƚǁŝƚŚĂƐŵŝůĞǁĂƐŚŝƐŵĞƚŚŽĚ͘tĞǁŝůůŵŝƐƐŚŝƐƉƌĞƐͲ
ĞŶĐĞ͕ďƵƚǁĞǁŝůůĨŽƌĞǀĞƌĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞƚŚĞŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇǁĞŐŽƚƚŽŬŶŽǁŚŝŵĂŶĚĞŶͲ
ũŽǇŚŝŵ͘tŚĞƌĞǀĞƌĂŶŶǇǁĞŶƚ͕ƚŚĞƌĞĂůǁĂǇƐƐĞĞŵĞĚƚŽďĞĂĐƌŽǁĚŵĂĚĞƵƉŽĨ
ĨĂŵŝůǇĂŶĚĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͘,ŝƐĚŽŽƌǁĂƐĂůǁĂǇƐŽƉĞŶ͘^Ž͕ŝĨĂŶĚǁŚĞŶǁĞŐĞƚƚŽƚŚĞ
WĞĂƌůǇ'ĂƚĞƐ͕ĂŶĚŝĨƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŵŝƐƐŝŶŐ͕ǁĞũƵƐƚŵŝŐŚƚĮŶĚŽƵƚƚŚĂƚĂŶŶǇĐŽŶͲ
ǀŝŶĐĞĚ'ŽĚƚŚĂƚƚŚĞŐĂƚĞƐƐŚŽƵůĚďĞŽƉĞŶƚŽĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞĂŶĚƐŽŚĞŵŝŐŚƚĂƐǁĞůůůĞƚ
ĂŶŶǇĂƵĐƟŽŶƚŚĞŵŽī͊ 
'ŽĚͲ^ƉĞĞĚƚŽŽƵƌĨƌŝĞŶĚ͙͘ĂŶŶǇĂůŝƐĞ͊

z
VISIT WWW.GCSACC.ORG
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Providing exceptional service in New England
and the tri-state area for 25 years.

O'CONNOR PUMPS
& SERVICES

T
The
he w
work
ork yyou
ou d
doo
plays
plays a vital
vital rrole
ole in
in the
the health
health and
and well-being
well-being of
of
people
which
wee llive.
Wee bring
people and
and tthe
he environment
environment iinn w
hich w
ive. W
bring
you a network of professionals and innovative solutions
dedicated to your success in these efforts.

Golf / Commercial / Agricultural Pumps

We service, sell, and install well
pumps, submersible pumps, booster
pumps, jet pumps, irrigation pumps,
sump pumps, water softeners, iron
filters, sediment filters, reverse
osmosis, pressure tanks, water
holding tanks, and water lines.

With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.

www.oconnorpumps.com

860-967-3559

Harris Schnare | 800-582-5959 | harris@tomirwin.com

Joconnor@oconnorpumps.com
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Response to the Response About the Response
Wading Through DEP’s Water Management Act 20 Year Permit Renewal
By: Rick Lawlor, CGCS
At my last writing the Town of Yarmouth had just received a response from MA DEP for clarification on our response to their Order
to Complete. This results from the fact that the water regulators know very little about the business of golf course maintenance. After we
responded to their response to the Order to Complete and responded to their response for clarification, the MA DEP responded by
issuing a Draft Permit for the Town of Yarmouth granting the requested volume increase, but there was a catch. Of the six items submitted
by us as proposed mitigation (“you know, a little something for the effort”) MA DEP rejected en masse and demanded that the Town of
Yarmouth would become a Certified Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Site within an eight year period. So it is written, so it shall be.
From their own marketing materials, “The Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program for Golf is an award winning education
and certification program that helps golf courses protect our environment and preserve the natural heritage of the game of golf.” Of the
415 golf courses in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts there are 14 which have achieved this distinction. I have no problem with the
organization, or its program. The Town of Yarmouth has been a member of AI for more than ten years. When I applied for certification,
I was amazed at the terms and conditions to achieve certification. This is a costly, consuming process which goes on ($) until the golf
course discontinues the agreement with AI. It is understandable why12 of the14 golf courses certified in this state are “high-end” private
businesses.
So how did MA DEP come up with this program as the only mitigation requirement which they will accept for the purpose of
granting increased water volumes from renewing permittees? That’s right permit holders, if you need to increase your water volumes
after completing the 20 Year Renewal Process with MA DEP, you will agree to become an AI Certified Sanctuary Site as mitigation for the
increase. AI has been around for thirty years and has been recognized by US EPA as the leader in environmental education and
sustainability worldwide. Like public regulations there is a trickle effect: FEDERAL to REGION to STATE to COUNTY to MUNICIPALITY. If
it’s okay for the FEDS, it’s okay for MA. It is noteworthy that most of the operational funding of AI for the last thirty years has been
provided by the golf business. So we go with it, for the time being.
One important reminder to the reader, Yarmouth Golf was permitted to withdraw 44 MGA on their existing permit. However, it
historically withdrew 57 MGA without tripping any MA DEP alarms. This was an accepted past practice. With circumvent pressure from
the (FEDS) Clean Water Act, MA DEP knew that they had a problem and postponed the 20 Year Renewal Cycle in 2010 until they could
figure out the procedure to assist permit holders and forewarn them of the necessity for compliance to the agreed volumes from here
on. You go over, you pay (mitigate).
Currently MA DEP has notified all other WMA permit holders in the Cape Cod water basin of the proposed permit volume increase
and published the Town of Yarmouth’s Draft Permit for further public review allowed during a mandatory thirty day period. If this
process goes without a hitch, our “new” permit for 65 MGA should be here for the summer.
Continued next issue: Educating the Regulators
Blurbs:
• The GCSACC Bylaws will be amended as proposed by the BOD after a favorable vote of the general membership at the April Meeting.
• Want to give back? Volunteer to help the BOD. Contact Julie Heston. ; - )
• The BOD has created a letter which will accompany all new and renewed memberships. It pertains to the terms for registering for
meetings on time, no refund policy and serve notice that it is unacceptable for a member to bring a guest to any function without
first receiving permission from the BOD.
• Julie Heston proposed to have the website updated to make it more mobile friendly. The BOD was all in favor of expensing the money
necessary to make this change. Check out the changes coming soon.
• We wish all the best to Frank Duda who has left Miacomet GC for another job. Frank was our Grass Roots Ambassador to GCSAA. He
needs to be replaced for our region to continue government relations work with GCSAA. This is a great opportunity to get involved.
Contact Julie Heston.
• The Golf Committee is considering a Superintendent - Assistant Meeting in the early fall. Contact Ed Gianni to give him your thoughts
and support in this new venue.
• GCSAA 50 States by 2020: MA BMP On Board. The GCSACC and GCSANE have coordinated and created a steering committee for the
development of Massachusetts Best Management Practices using the Planning Guide and Template developed by the GCSAA and launched
at their 2017 GIS and by the NERTF at their Turf Show. The committee members are: Don Hearn, CGCS (GCSANE); Peter Rappoccio,
CGCS (Concord CC); Don D’Errico (Spring Valley CC); Greg Cormier, CGCS (Tom Irwin); Rick Lawlor, CGCS (Yarmouth Golf); Charlie
Passios, CGCS (TGC at Sacconnesset) and Ed Nash, retired. Could this help us with the regulators? Stay tuned to the Sand Blaster.
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Kevin’s GCSAA Corner

By Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Northeast Field Representative

If there is one consistent part of our industry, it is transition. Seasons change both
environmentally and within the business of being a superintendent. We are transitioning
out of a busy education season into facilities opening, handling staff and weather challenges,
and chapter meeting and events. Just because golf begins doesn’t mean education is put on
hold.
In a conversation with one superintendent, he told me that attends almost every meeting and plays golf when
he attends. “I always try to take three things back to my facility from every meeting.” He explained that through
education offerings, conversations with peers, and paying attention to the maintenance practices on a
colleague’s course, the fact is, he never struggles to find three items to justify his attendance. He also makes a
point to discuss what he learned with his employer. “We host a chapter education event every year, so my boss
understands there is more to our job than standard agronomic practices. He sees that we learn from each other.”
I have seen meeting attendance increase slightly at chapter events across the region in the last couple years.
Chapter boards continue to look for a magic bullet to drive you, the members, to meetings. If there was one,
they would have been using it! I’ve written about it before in this newsletter: all attendees are a resource for
others. The value to all members is increased by your attendance!
That point was driven home at a recent chapter strategic planning session. This chapter will be looking to engage
members who they have not seen at a meeting or event in a while. It will not be an easy goal to achieve. The
board is convinced that members who attend a meeting find more value in their association, and are more
inclined to engage other chapter events. The board understands that they must reach out, and actively promote
and invite members to attend. Has anyone done that for you lately? Would you come to at least one more
meeting if someone asked directly if you would attend?
Another colleague spent a long portion of a visit telling me how golf course superintendents need to play the
game of golf. We should understand the rules, be aware of course markings, engage our customers and
members and discuss the sport on every level. We are employed because of the game of golf; explain to those
you answer to how important it is to attend meetings and play.
There will always be one or more reasons to not go to a chapter meeting. If you attend regularly, thank you. I
know I have benefitted because you were a part of the event. If you have not made a meeting in a while, please
consider breaking that habit even just one time this year. Someone will benefit from information you share, and
I am willing to bet that you will gain a lot from being there, no matter where “there” is!

GCSAA Resources and Deadlines
you Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already:

How your Equipment Manager can get you an R&R credit!
GCSAA has partnered with R&R Products to bring a special rebate program to GCSAA members. Current EM
members who pass one Turf Equipment Technician Certificate Program exam will receive a $95 rebate from R&R
Products to be used towards your next R&R Products purchase.
This program expires on Dec. 31, 2017, so take advantage of this opportunity by visiting the new GCSAA website
here today!

Continued on next page
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GCSAA partners with Columbia Sportswear for member discounts
GCSAA and Columbia Sportswear Company, an industry leader for outdoor apparel and products, have joined in
a partnership to bring savings to association members and their facilities. Columbia is offering a 50 percent
discount to GCSAA members on outdoor wear purchases.
Read more
Upcoming FREE webcasts:
May 2
BMPs - Going to the Press: What Needs to be Done?
J. Bryan Unruh, Ph.D., and Stacey Kingsbury
May 17
Telling Your Story...Why Bother?
John C. Fech

Again, if I can be of any assistance, please feel free to contact me.
Kevin Doyle
GCSAA Field Staff
kdoyle@gcsaa.org

Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE
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GET TO KNOW THE SUPERINTENDENT
Ed Gianni, CGCS – Country Club of Halifax
What is your favorite TV show of all time? Hogan’s Heroes
Favorite movie What else “Caddy Shack”
Favorite actor and actress Tom Hanks and Rene Russo
Favorite music group Green Day
Favorite vacation spot Coastal Maine
Favorite sports team Patriots
Favorite food to eat Seafood
Favorite beverage Micro Brews
Favorite restaurant Anything in the North End
What are your hobbies other than golf? Skiing
Besides Cape area courses, what is your favorite
course you have played? The Country Club
Bucket list of a few courses you would like to play Augusta
How many states have you played golf in? 10
If you knew you could only play one more round of golf, who would you choose to fill your
foursome? My son, brother and a close friend
Who would be in your ultimate foursome? Rory, Tom Brady, Fred Couples
Any pets Dog, Ringo
Do they go to work with you? Yes
Any projects lined up for your course in the near future? Lots of tree removal
Did Tom Brady have knowledge or have anything to do with the low psi in the footballs? No

GET TO KNOW THE SUPERINTENDENT
Jay McGrail, South Shore Country Club

What is your favorite TV show of all time? Homeland at the moment J
Favorite music group All Country
Favorite vacation spot Turks and Caicos
Favorite sports team Pats
Favorite food to eat Chinese
What are your hobbies other than golf? Skiing, coaching lacrosse
Besides Cape area courses, what is your favorite
course you have played? Hyannisport
Any pets Two dogs
Do they go to work with you? Yes
Did Tom Brady have knowledge or have anything to do with the low psi in the footballs?
Absolutely and I’m proud of it!
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For golf course
construction,
renovation and
repairs.
Bluegrass, Ryegrass, Fine Fescue Blends, Short
Cut Bluegrass, Bentgrass and Bentblends.
IRRIGATI ON

Pallets/Big Rolls.
Sod handler Del.
Roll Out Service.
Over 35 years of
serving the Turf
Professional.

Serving the East Coast
OvO
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Installation of new irrigation systems
Refurbishment and extensions of existing systems
Start-Up and winterization
Irrigation service and repairs
Pump sales, repairs and maintenance
Wire tracking and wire installation
GNSS Mapping System paired with AutoCAD Software
that will allow the creation of accurate As-Built
• Installation and refurbishment of central controls
• Grounding testing and installation

turf production.

Our Sales Rep.
Joe Farina
774-260-0093

Deliveries Monday through Saturday
CALL TOLL FREE

1—800-556-6985

Chris Daigle
Matt Faherty

See our web site

www.tuckahoeturf.com

1-800-722-7348
www.winterberryirrigation.com
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DEP Water Withdrawal Permit Renewal Mitigation:
Becoming a Certified Audubon Sanctuary - Some Suggestions
to Prepare for this NEW requirement
By Sarah W. Stearns, PWS, Beals and Thomas, Inc.,
GCSANE/GCSACC Affiliate Member and Patron
As most of us involved in this industry are aware, DEP is currently
in the process of renewing Water Withdrawal Permits for users of
100,000gpd or more. DEP has indicated in their recent
presentations, that “indirect mitigation” may be required for an
increased withdrawal above a calculated, established baseline,
specific to your individual course use.
As part of this renewal process, DEP has begun to include a new
mitigation option for water withdrawal permit holders: certification through the Audubon Certified
Sanctuary Program (ACSP) for golf courses. (http://www.auduboninternational.org/acspgolf)
This program, intended to publicly recognize certified golf courses as good environmental
stewards, requires categorical documentation of maintenance practices and a thorough description
and quantification of your ecological stewardship. There are numerous components to this process
and many of these components can be laborious and time consuming, so it’s best to plan ahead!
Currently, DEP is requiring certification in three out of six categories of the ACSP to meet this
mitigation criterion. If your course requires indirect mitigation and chooses this option, it will be
discussed with you during the draft phase and included in your final permit. Mitigation is complete
when your course has been certified in the three categories. ACSP membership and certification
will need to be maintained to comply with your water withdrawal permit.
If you think this ACSP certification may pertain to your water withdrawal permit renewal, here
are some of the most time consuming requirements for each category. In order to get a head start
on certification, we suggest starting these right away:
x

Category 1: Environmental Planning (required for all applicants):
a. Documentation of recent projects (i.e. renovation projects; creation of lowmaintenance areas; invasive species eradication efforts, etc.)
b. Educational projects (benefiting your membership or the public)
c. List of staff and members willing to be part of a Resource Advisory Group

x

Categories 2 and 3: Courses may choose two from the following options:
a. Wildlife and Habitat Management
x Wildlife and/or Plant Inventory
x Photographs of diverse wildlife habitat throughout your course (forested,
prairie, wetlands, waterways, etc.)
x Habitat Inventory Map
x Documentation of wildlife structure monitoring (i.e. nest boxes)



Continued on next page
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b. Chemical Use Reduction and Safety
x Photographs of storage areas
x Records (controls implemented for disease, insects, weeds, etc.)
c. Water Conservation
x Water use discussion/records
x Water conservation methods
d. Water Quality Management
x Water feature information
x Water quality testing
e. Outreach and Education*
x Resource Advisory Group development
x Coordination of educational/outreach projects
x *Outreach and Education is currently not an accepted certification category
by DEP since it is not strictly related to water use. If your club wants to
continue to apply for the remaining categories and become fully ACSP
certified, it is at your own discretion.


The
Right Material Matters.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Topdressing
Bunker Sand
Root Zone Blends
Green Divot Mixes
Bridge Sand
Drainage Stone
Drill and Fill
Synthetic Turf
Planting Mixes
Green Rooftops
Blend to YOUR Ratio

We provide the highest quality natural sands
and stone products. For applications ranging
from sports turf fields to golf courses, our
products are perfect for every project.

Alan Vadala
NORTHTURF.COM

Let us quote on your project. Call Bob
Chalifour at 860-908-7414, or fax all specs
to us at 401-762-4976.

Slater
FA R M S

(774) 766-2516
:H¶UHKHUHWRKHOSZLWKDOORI
\RXUDHUDWLRQQHHGV
:HDUHHTXLSSHGWRGRWKH
HQWLUHMRERU\RXFDQVLPSO\
FKRRVHIURPVHYHUDOWUDFWRUV
DQGLPSOHPHQWVWR
KHOS\RXJHWLWGRQH

Holliston
S A N D

Slatersville, RI 02876 401-766-5010 www.hollistonsand.com
Holliston Sand Company
is NSF certified

Our products are also available dry and in bulk and packaged form.
Delivered with dump truck, flatbed or pneumatic tanker.
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Golf Course Superintendents Association of Cape Cod
30th Annual John O’Connell
Scholarship and Research Tournament
Wednesday, May 31, 2017
Cummaquid Golf Club

35 Marstons Lane, Cummaquid, MA 02637

Host: Dana Hancock
Schedule of Events
11:00 am:
Registration
11:45 am:
Buffet Lunch
1:00 pm:
Golf
Dinner and Prizes to follow golf
Format: Two Man Team; Best Ball with Gross and Net prizes Foursomes are also welcome.
Field is limited.
Cost: $225.00 per player, $450 for a twosome
Dress: Proper golf attire for tournament. Jacket is required for dinner.

Reservations due by Monday, May 15, 2017.
You can also register and pay online at www.gcsacc.org

We are also looking for sponsors for this event along with raffle prize donations.
•! The sponsorship levels are bronze for $150, silver for $250, golf for $500 and
platinum for $1000. You can also pay online at www.gcsacc.org
•! Raffle prizes can consist of a donation of a gift certificate for a golf foursome
with carts, a gift certificate to a pro shop, club or company merchandise, gift
certificate from a local business/restaurant or other prizes.
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11th Annual Bear Cup Challenge - April 10, 2017
Country Club of Halifax
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Patrons of the Sand Blaster
ALLENS SEED
Specializing in the Highest Quality Turf Seed;
Chemicals, Equipment, Tools, Fertilizers, Parts, Repair,
and On Site Services
1-800-527-3898
info@allenseed.com
www.allensseed.com

BEALS AND THOMAS, INC.
B+T provides site design services tailored to golf courses
including: professional civil engineering, landscape
architecture, land surveying, permitting, planning and
environmental services.
Serving New England with offices in
Plymouth and Southborough, MA
Contact: Sarah Stearns (508) 366-0560 or
sstearns@bealsandthomas.com

SODCO, INC.
Slocum, RI – 800.341.6900 – www.sodco.net
All of your golf course grass needs grown on our 500
acre Green Certified farm.
Bentgrass, Black Beauty, Bluegrass, Fine Fescue, Short
Cut Varieties, Contract Growing
Contact: Pat Hogan (401) 569-1105 or Alicia Pearson
(401) 215-8698

A-OK TURF EQUIPMENT
Wiedenmann, Lastec, Graden, Agrimetal, Baroness,
Salsco, Sweep N Fill, Turf Pride, Stec, Pronovst,
Lely, Maredo, Classen, and Used Equipment.
www.aokturf.com • 401-826-25849

CHAS. C. HART SEED CO.
A complete line of quality turfgrass seed and
related turf management products
Robin Hayes 508-237-2642
Office: 800-326-HART

SYNGENTA
Melissa Hyner Gugliotti 860-221-5712
Email: Melissa.gugliotti@syngenta.com
www.greentrustonline.com

ATLANTIC GOLF AND TURF
Specializing in agronomy through the distribution of
fertilizer, seed and chemicals throughout
New England.
Gregg Mackintosh (508) 525-5142
BARENBRUG USA
Producers of RTF, Supercharged Bentgrasses,
Turf Blue HGT and Regenerating Perennial Rye
Great in Grass
Bruce Chapman, Territory Manager 401-578-2300
bchapman@barusa.com
BASF
Pete Jacobson
919-530-9062
peter.jacobson@basf.com
http://www.betterturf.basf.us/
BAYER ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed
Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
Backed by Bayer

LACORTE EQUIPMENT / JOHN DEERE GOLF
Offering our customers the most complete line of
products, service and expertise in the industry.
Visit our web site at www.lacorteequipment.com.
Bill Rockwell (508) 789-5293
NEW ENGLAND SPECIALTY SOILS
1mm & 2mm. Top Dressing Sand
Rootzone Mixes, Buff & HD Bunker Sand
Divot Blends- Bulk/Bagged delivery
Ed Downing 978-230-2300 - ed@nesoils.com
Scott Whitcomb 781-789-8762 - scott@nesoils.com
www.nesoils.com
READ CUSTOM SOILS
The only sand supplier with literally millions of yard
of consistent sand permitted for use.
Call on us for custom soil blending, top dressing
sands, root-zone blends, “early green” black sand,
divot & cart path mixes.
Matt Medeiros 508-951-6139
Mark Pendergast 617-686-5590
Garrett Whitney 617-697-4247

TOM IRWIN, INC.
Greg Misodoulakis • 508-243-6166
With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.
TUCKAHOE TURF FARMS
We offer Bentgrass for greens and tees,
short cut Bluegrass, Bluegrass blends, and
Fine and Tall Fescues.
Pallets and large rolls available. Please call for details.
Farm Office 1-800-556-6985
Joe Farina 1-774-260-0093
TURF ENHANCEMENT ENTERPRISES
Tom Fox • 508-450-9254
Featuring Floratine Products, Analync Soil
Testing and Analysis, JRM tines and bedknives
and Greenleaf TurboDrop spray nozzles.
TURF PRODUCTS
Toro Equipment and Irrigation
Serving the industry since 1970
Dave Beauvais: 508-243-9675
Tim Berge: 860-490-2787
Main Office: 800-243-4355
www.turfproductscorp.com
WINTERBERRY IRRIGATION
Complete irrigation and pump installation
and service throughout New England.
Matt Faherty (860) 681-8982
mfaherty@winterberrygarden.com
www.WinterberryIrrigation.com

VISIT
WWW.GCSACC.ORG

