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A UMass Update on Fungicide Resistance in Dollar Spot:
What’s Known, What’s New and What’s to Come
If you are a golf course superintendent in the New England area, chances are you have at least one
succinate dehydrogenase inhibitor (SDHI) fungicide included in your spray program. Well known for its broad
spectrum of efficacy against multiple pesky diseases, the SDHI fungicide class is the fastest growing on the
market. Over the last few years, the industry has seen a widespread increase in SDHI usage on tees, greens and
fairways, as new active ingredients continue to be released.
In particular, SDHIs are a very important line of defense against dollar spot, as this disease has been known
to develop resistance to multiple major fungicide classes, including benzimidazoles (Cleary 3336),
dicarboxmides (Chipco 26GT), and demethylation inhibitors (DMI; Banner Maxx, Torque).
Unfortunately, the SDHI class is not immune to problems with resistance. Since 2017 there have been 5
confirmed cases of SDHI resistant dollar spot on golf courses throughout the US and Japan, with even more
reports on the way. Widespread, repeated use and a highly specific mode-of-action makes SDHIs especially
susceptible to resistance development.
In order to control diseases like dollar spot, SDHI’s target specific fungal respiration machinery, stopping
fungal growth in its tracks. Slight changes, or mutations to the genetic code of this machinery lead to SDHI
resistance, as is the case with benzimidazoles and dicarboximides. SDHI resistance, however, is more complex
than resistance to any of the classes mentioned above where resistance to one product within the class means
resistance to all products within that class. Field and lab research results from the Turfgrass Pathology
Laboratory at UMass Amherst indicate that for SDHIs, different mutations have unique patterns of resistance to
various SDHI active ingredients including boscalid (Emerald), fluxapyroxad (Xzemplar), isofetamid (Kabuto),
fluopyram and pydiflumetofen (Posterity). Since 2017, our lab has identified 6 mutations involved in SDHI
resistance in dollar spot from four different locations, each with their own patterns of resistance against 5 (and
counting) SDHI active ingredients. For example, all identified mutations are completely resistant to Emerald.
However, certain mutations are resistant to all registered SDHI fungicides while other mutations have
maintained high sensitivity to fluopyram.
Continued on next page
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A 2019 inoculated field efficacy trial indicates distinct sensitivity profiles to 4 SDHI
active ingredients depending on unique mutations: (left) A sensitive, non-mutated strain;
(middle) a resistant, mutated strain with resistance to boscalid but sensitivity to all other SDHIs;
(right) a resistant, mutated strain with resistance to all SDHIs.

Depending on the type of fungicide used, the average cost of one fungicide application over approximately 30-40
acres of fairways can be over $1,200. To discover that your course has resistance to one or more fungicide classes only
after spending that amount of money on a failed fungicide application would be devastating. Therefore, understanding
which mutations are present on your course is necessary for making informed and efficient decisions about what to
include in your spray programs each season. Hammering any one chemical is, of course, never a good idea. This is
especially important in the case of SDHIs. Carefully following label rates while rotating between fungicide classes with
different modes-of-action is a necessary practice for delaying the development of resistance, in any case. However, if
different mutations have different patterns of resistance, as is the case with SDHIs how can you know what to spray
unless you know what mutation you have on site?
In 2019, our lab developed a molecular test for detecting specific mutations involved in SDHI resistance thanks to
funding from the New England Regional Turfgrass Foundation (NERFT) and the United States Golf Association (USGA).
Our lab offers a fee-based service to superintendents/turf industry using this molecular test in combination with in vitro
assays to specifically diagnose sensitivity to multiple classes of fungicides (DMI, SDHI, dicarboximide, and
benzimidazole) from dollar spot infected turf plugs. With this information, we can provide a written report outlining
specific recommendations for fungicide application tailored distinctly for your course.
To submit samples for resistance diagnosis, turf plug from the areas in question should be wrapped in wetted
newspaper or paper towels and shipped overnight to the UMass Turf Pathology Laboratory at the following address:
UMass Turf Pathology Laboratory
161 Holdsworth Way
220 Paige Laboratory
Amherst MA, 01003
Attn: Michaela Elliott
If you have any interest in this service or have questions regarding SDHI resistance in dollar spot, please contact
Michaela Elliott (melliott@umass.edu) or Dr. Jung (jung@umass.edu).
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President’s Message

OFFICERS
President
David Stott
Chequessett Yacht & Country Club
Vice President
Kurt Calderwood
D.W. Field Golf Club
Secretary
Edward Gianni, CGCS
Country Club of Halifax
Treasurer
Peter Lanman
Duxbury Yacht Club
Directors
Scott Gilmore
Yarmouth Golf

We hope everyone is enjoying their winter!
The Winter Education meeting was a great success at
Pinehills. The meetings attendance has steadily increased over the
years, and this year was our best yet! Thank you to Scott Gilmore
for putting together a timely and diverse group of speakers.
We continue to see more municipalities trying to ban the use
of Glyphosate on town owned property. Please make sure to
inform us of any town adding it to their meeting agendas. We need voices heard on
this important issue.
We hope to see everyone at the NERTF show in Providence 3/2-3/5. Stop by our
booth!

David Stott

Rene Vadeboncoeur
Strawberry Valley Golf Course
Associate Director
John Bresnahan
Syngenta
Immediate Past President
Brian Smoot
CrossWinds Golf Club

THE SAND
BLASTER STAFF
Editor
Stuart Eyman, CGCS
Highland Links
Executive Secretary
Julie E. Heston
(401) 934-7660

HYDRASMART IS WAGING A WAR AGAINST STRESS

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Sand Blaster is produced
bi-monthly as an informational service to its
members. Printed material does not suggest the
views, attitudes or recommended practices of
GCSACC, the board members or its associated
committees. Industry-related articles are always
welcome to be considered for publication.
Articles, as well as address and/or position
changes, may be sent to Julie Heston at
401-934-9901 (fax) or jheston@verizon.net.

ARM YOURSELF
FOR BATTLE
JOIN THE FIGHT AT

www.hydrasmart.net
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“INSIDE THE LEATHER”
• Congratulations to Matt Cornuet on his new position as Superintendent at Holly Ridge Golf Club.
• Our condolences are extended to Michael Van Cleave and
family on the passing of Michael’s father, Phillip Van Cleave,
on January 28, 2020.
• Our condolences are extended to Mike Turner and family
on the passing of Mike’s mother, Ann Turner, on February 2,
2020.
• Reminder -GCSACC Membership dues statements were
emailed out in January. If you do not have an email address
on file, we will mail you the dues statement. You can pay for
you dues online or mail in a check to the office. You can
also update your membership information on the website or
you can send any updates to Julie Heston. We will also offer
the Tiered Membership options as well as the Industry Partner Program again this year.
• This year GCSACC will be conducting a year-long raffle to
help benefit the Scholarship & Research fund. Tickets will
be sold at each meeting starting in January and online. The
price per ticket is $20 and a portion of the funds collected
will go into the S&R fund and a portion will go towards the
raffle winner(s). The winner(s) will be selected at the December/Annual meeting in 2020.

• Newport Country Club will have the honor of hosting the
41st U.S. Senior Open Championship. The event will
take place from Monday, June 22nd to Sunday, June 28th and
will be televised worldwide by Fox. Due to the size and magnitude of the event, we are in need of approximately 30 volunteers on a daily basis. We are welcoming volunteers from
not only locally in the New England region, but also nationally. We are able to offer housing accommodations to our out
of town guests at nearby Salve Regina University, transportation will also be provided to our guests staying at Salve. We
will provide all volunteers with shirts, hats, rain gear and
three meals per day. If you are interested in volunteering or
would like more information, please contact Tom Hoffer,
Volunteer Coordinator at (401) 871-2916 or ncc2020senioropen@gmail.com
This will be the last issue of The Sand Blaster newsletter.
The GCSACC Board of Directors felt that the same information could be distributed to our members through emails
and on our website at www.gcsacc.org. This would also be a
more timely way to communicate with our members.
We would like to thank everyone at J&R Graphics in Hanover,
MA for all their years of designing and printing The Sand
Blaster newsletter (mailed and emailed versions).

THE MATERIAL
MATTERS.
Recreational - Commercial - Specialty

Slater Farms is the leading provider of high quality sands for the industrial,
commercial and filtration markets. We're the element in every day.
www.slaternaturalfarms.com For a project quote, call us at 401-766-5010
Holliston Sand Company is NSF certified

Proudly supplying our community partners
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Glyphosate Tool Kit
In August 2018, a state court jury in San Francisco decided Roundup caused a Vallejo, Calif., man’s non-Hodgkin lymphoma
and awarded him $289 million in punitive damages. The award was later reduced to $78 million and Monsanto has appealed.
German multinational Bayer acquired Monsanto in June 2018. Monsanto continues to argue that it is safe to use glyphosate,
the world’s most widely used herbicide. Glyphosate-based products, including the Roundup and Ranger Pro brands, are now worth
billions of dollars in revenues, approved for use on more than 100 crops, and registered in 130 countries.
For more than 40 years, superintendents, farmers, gardeners, conservationists and other users have counted on glyphosate as
a cost-effective tool that can be used to control a wide range of weeds. More than 800 scientific studies and reviews, the U.S. EPA,
the U.S. National Cancer Institute, the European Food Safety Authority, and regulatory bodies around the globe have determined that
glyphosate is safe for use as directed. The lawsuit is just the first part of what could be a prolonged legal fight over glyphosate.
More information on scientific studies associated with glyphosate
• Get the Facts: Glyphosate and Roundup Brand Herbicides
• EPA Releases Draft Risk Assessments for Glyphosate
• Bayer - An Open Letter To Our Stakeholders
• Bayer Transparency in Crop Science
• IARC Infographic
• Myth-Fact: Glyphosate and Glyphosate-Based Products
• Glyphosate Long History Infographic
• National Pesticide Information Center
• The Facts on Glyphosate and Food
• Benefits and Safety of Glyphosate
GCSAA believes pesticide laws and regulations should be based on sound science supported by credible peer reviewed data
and university recommendations. Sound science includes the recognized/accepted science methodologies and practices for
research that follow the high standards of the scientific method.
The responsible use of pesticides is essential to maintaining healthy turfgrass. Golf courses employ licensed pesticide
applicators that are required to pass state administered exams and complete continuing education each year. These applicators are
trained in the safe and proper use of pesticides. Golf course superintendents follow Integrated Pest Management practices
including but not limited to scouting, monitoring (weather, outbreaks, etc.) and implementing specific cultural practices that
incorporates science-based pest management. (Golf Course Environmental Profile, Phase II, Vol. III, 2016).
GCSAA supports the federal/state regulatory framework for the evaluation of pesticides and believes that all pesticide uses
should be under the legal primacy of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). GCSAA and its members have
and will continue to provide accurate and usable data to the regulatory and scientific communities for use in Registration Review
implementation decisions. The continued availability of safe, effective and economically viable pesticide products is a priority for
GCSAA and its members.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Additional resources
FDA: Questions and Answers on Glyphostate
IFAS Extension – Glyphosate: Understanding the Controversy
California medical groups join appeal of glyphosate verdict
GCSAA Regulatory Update: Addressing Current Public Concerns About Glyphosate
Roundup of Cancer Evidence - Wall Street Journal
Brazil health officials find weed-killer glyphosate non - cancerous - Reuters
Does The Herbicide RoundUp Cause Cancer? - Forbes
Invasive Weed Creep Spurs Concern Over Roundup Bans - Bloomburg Environment
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•
•
•
•
•
•

University specialist: Glyphosate link to cancer unfounded
There’s No Need To Panic Over Weedkiller In Beer And Wine - Forbes
Does Roundup Cause Cancer? - GCM 2016
Glyphosate Hub
Glyphosate Litigation Facts
Golf course pesticides FAQs
Resources will be added as they become available. For more information, contact GCSAA’s government affairs department at
800-472-7878.
Source: GCSAA website www.gcsaa.org
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Is That All There Is, my friend…
Rick Lawlor, CGCS
It’s tough to believe that this is going to be it for The Sand Blaster. Maybe we can pick up our social media activity
like other chapters. Volunteers? Every association needs some form of constant connection to stay abreast of pertinent
information, needs and warnings.
I am glad that I can report, in this final edition, that The Best Management Practices for New England Golf
Courses has been completed and that all six states have this working template on their state BMP Portal hosted by the
GCSAA website. I don’t know if you follow Twitter, but Cornell University just announced that all of the GCSAA New York
superintendent members can now create their own FACILITY-specific BMP’s online. This is truly a great technological
achievement and benefit provided by our national organization.
Cornell Turfgrass (@Cornell_Turf) Tweeted:
NY GCSAA members can now create their facility-specific BMPs online https://t.co/WbORPPs7s9. Thanks to
@NYS_GolfBMP for making this happen! https://t.co/pA4eAkObJB
https://twitter.com/Cornell_Turf/status/1227969883947884546?s=20
Each member of the MA Golf BMP Steering Committee (Charlie Passios, CGCS; Peter Ervin; Eric Richardson, Don
Hearn, CGCS and Greg Cormier, CGCS) has received a pdf.version for personal review and will be creating a strategy for
how to move forward with this refined tool after the NERTF 2020 Conference and Show, March 3 - 5. Don’t forget NERTF
funded $30,000 of this regional BMP collaborative effort (Peter Gorman, CAGCS; Peter Rappaccio, GCSANE; Bob Searle,
MGCSA; Dave Ousterhout, NHGCSA; Drew Cummins, RIGCSA; Kevin Komer, VGCSA). Be sure to express a sincere thanks
to Gary Sykes, NERTF Executive Director or members of their BOD if you see them in the halls. I hope that it is
reasonable for you to expect to have a MA facility friendly
template available for use by year’s end.
On another front, our GCSACC BOD is still discussing
the degree of commitment necessary to the local pesticide
issues affecting Cape Cod and the South Shore of MA. You
have been well represented at meetings held since January
1, 2020 in Dennis, Harwich and Bourne. We have also
reestablished a connection with Barnstable County
Regional Government and their Cooperative Extension
Department hoping to address this common concern and
a remediation strategy. The county has experience dealing
with public relation issues such as these.

Get tougher turf up here.

By controlling nematodes down here.
Visit GreenCastOnline.com/Divanem
to view trial results.

Stay the course… keep your heads out of the sand.

Contact Melissa Gugliotti at (860) 221-5712
or John Bresnahan at (413) 333-9914
for more information.

#NematodeKnowledge
©2019 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some
products may not be registered for sale or use in all states or counties. Please
check with your state or local extension service to ensure registration status.
Divanem is a Restricted Use Pesticide. Divanem®, GreenCast®, the Alliance Frame,
the Purpose Icon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.
MW 1LGG8008_Turf_AGP1 03/18
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The Next Generation of Surfactants

You Don’t Have to Sacrifice
Optimum Soil Moisture
to Achieve Firm and Fast
Conditions on Top...
Turf Surfactants with a Difference
The Ocean Organics Surfactant Line provides you with ideal
playing conditions and the uniform root zone soil moisture
that every plant craves. Our proprietary surfactant formulations
contain EO/PO Block technology to cure water repellency, a
biostimulant to foster plant fitness, and a specialized penetrant.
Using our high-performance surfactants you can optimize
moisture uniformity and increase the efficacy and control of
your fertility and pesticide programs while conserving water.
Kevin Collins 914-621-1151 • Kevin@oceanorganics.com
Northeastern and Mid-Atlantic Territory Manager

www.oceanorganics.com

Ocean Organics is synonymous with plant fitness. We design materials
that maximize plant health, hardiness, performance, stress tolerance and quality.

SeaBlend

®

Stress Rx

®

XP Extra Protection™ NuRelease
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®

Guarantee

®

Early Bird™

OUR PASSION IS

YOUR SUCCESS
Bayer Environmental Science
Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed.

Brian Giblin
(508) 439-9809
With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.

Brian.Giblin@bayer.com

Greg Misodoulakis | 508-243-6166 | greg@tomirwin.com
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Spring Irrigation Pump Station Service
By Matt Faherty, Winterberry Irrigation
In the Northeast, we have completed painting tee markers, benches, etc. … only a month away from getting out
and cleaning up the course from a long winter ‐ and we can’t wait. But what about the pump station?
Avoiding the pump station service, because of its complexities, can be a crippling mistake. Yearly preventative
maintenance can save money by avoiding costly breakdowns.
The most common mistake that a superintendent can make is not to contract an authorized service technician
to perform annual check‐ups, diagnostics and preventative maintenance. A preventative checklist of pump sta‐
tion data may insure that the station is ready for the spring with the records available for comparison to prior
year’s services. Are the pumps producing similar flow to past years? Motor winding insulation value and resis‐
tance can be tested with a meg‐ohm meter to insure that it is not degrading.
It is good idea to have a qualified technician conduct an eﬃciency audit to ensure that money is not being wasted
on electricity in these trying budgetary times. The audit can help determine expected service life of the system
and may present opportunities to optimize eﬃciency.
In‐experience and untrained service may result in costly mistakes for the goal of saving money, such as not clean‐
ing filters. Same with any mechanical devise. You would not think of skipping oil changes in your truck till 30,000
miles for the “savings”. Preventive maintenance is good, done wrong can be more harmful than helpful.
The importance of regular service should not only be Spring or Fall, but once a week a visit to the pump house
to observe the pump and motor vibrations, leaks and smells that diﬀer from the norm. An early inspection of the
balance of hours on motors, a decline in pumping capacity of the pumps or excessive vibration on the motors
may literally save your position. Keep notes and a checklist of power, performance, electrical inspection and test
data. Seasonal events such as algae blooms will aﬀect filter maintenance.
Motor and pump controls should be upgraded before they fail, technical advances in PLC’s and electrical compo‐
nents may make upgrades a smart decision. Keep the pump station clean of debris and wildlife to insure proper
cooling, extending service life.
You cannot aﬀord to have your system fail during the hot summer months – when you need the water without
interruption. Spring startups and services to insure the pumping equipment is ready for the hard summer months
and saving money by increasing eﬃciency in water usage, motor and control upgrades.
A list of services provided by that are performed and reported back to the superintendent includes:
• Vibration test on each pump
• Lube bearings
• Inspect and tighten any leaking joints
• Test, adjust pressure relief valves
• Change oil in wet sump motors only
• Meg test on each motor
• Test and review PLC operation; make corrections and updates
• Check manual valves
• Pump packing adjusted
• Inspect, clean component filters
• Control cabinet inspection, including tightening of any connection points
• Inspection/cleaning of cooling components
• Test all fuses and circuit beakers
• Dynamic flow test
• Check amp test – all motors; examine intake screens for debris
• Hydraulic valves (including Cla‐Valves), need periodic service, cleaning and adjustment
Factory trained technicians can provide you with the expertise, knowledge and experience solving any issue
that your system may incur.
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Golf Course Superintendents
Association of Cape Cod
2020 Meeting Schedule
Monday, April 27

Bear Cup Tournament (joint w/GCSANE)
Presidents Golf Course
Host: Carl Miner

Wednesday, May 27

Woods Hole Golf Club

Scholarship and Research Tournament
Host: Ryan Walsh
Monday, June 29

The Ridge Club (Member/Guest)
Host: Parish Pina

Monday, July 20

Crosswinds Golf Club (RHO-COD Cup)
Host: Brian Smoot

August TBA

Southers Marsh Golf Club (Free-B-Que)
Host: Will Stearns

Tuesday, September 22

Miacomet Golf Course
(New England Champs Qualifier/Championship)
Host: Sean Oberly

October TBA

Bass River Golf Course
Host: Scott Gilmore

Monday, November 2

Sharon Country Club (Superintendent/Assistant)
Host: Paul Doherty

To make a reservation, please register online at www.gcsacc.org or
contact Julie Heston (401) 934-7660 / admin@gcsacc.org
To avoid charges, please give 48 hours notice if you need to cancel your reservation.
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INN

FERTIL

derived from plant-based protein

Amino Pro V
®

5-0-0
GUARANTEED ANALYSIS

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN

Total Nitrogen (N) ........................................................5.00%
5.0% Other Water Soluble Nitrogen

LIQUID FOLIAR NUTRITIONALS

An innovative fertilizer derived from plant-based protein
hydrolysate. This plant-derived fertilizer is rapidly absorbed
by leaves, shoots, and roots then translocated throughout
the plant. Amino Pro V promotes abiotic stress tolerance,
stimulates photosynthesis and promotes increased root
mass. Are you ready to add Amino Pro V to your balanced
agronomic program?

Caution
Read entire label for additional
precautionary statements and use directions.

Derived From: Soy protein hydolysate

F352

FOR PROFESSIONAL USE ONLY
FIRST AID

PRECAUTIONS
•

Avoid getting in eyes or on skin. Use safety glasses with
side shields (or goggles) and water repellent, chemical
resistant gloves when handling this product.

•

Do not contaminate water during application or when
cleaning equipment.

•

Do not eat, drink or smoke during use.

IN CASE OF SPILL OR MEDICAL EMERGENCY,
CONTACT CHEMTREC 1-800-424-9300.

If on Skin: Wash with soap and water. Consult a physician if any
irritation persists
If in Eyes: Rinse with clean water for 15 minutes. Remove contact
lenses after the first 5 minutes and continue to rinse. Seek
medical attention if irritation persists.
If Ingested: Rinse mouth. Do Not induce vomiting. Call 911 or a
physician for treatment advice.
Have the product label with you when calling a doctor or going
for treatment.

NET CONTENTS
250 gallons (946 liters)

30 gallons (113.52 liters)

2.5 gallons (9.46 liters)
Weight per gallon: 9.84 lbs. @ 68°F

For more information, visit www.harrells.com or contact your
sales representative today!

#880098 08/18
Harrell’s, LLC
Post Office Box 807 | Lakeland,
nd, FL 33802 | ((800) 282-8007 | Harrells.com

CHUCK BRAMHALL MCA
Cape Code
508-400-0600
cbramhall@harrells.com

www.harrells.com | 800.282.8007
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2020 Winter Education Seminar
By Stuart Eyman, CGCS
Approximately 130 members attended the Annual GCSACC Winter Seminar held January 14th at Pinehills Golf Club. Covered in
the Seminar were overviews on dollar spot management, pesticide laws and regulations, alternative management options, including
organic, for golf course management, and sustainable golf course designs.
Jay Popko, formerly with the Umass Extension service now with WinField United, talked at length about dollar spot. He
discussed how this pathogen hangs out in the thatch and most of our grasses are susceptible to it. It waits until the environmental
conditions are right then can strike with severity. Mr. Popko said that improved genetics, cultural practices, and improved
pesticides will all be needed to successfully control this disease.
Following Mr Popko was Michael McClean, chief pesticide inspector for the MDAR who gave an overview of laws and
regulations for pesticide use. He explained how products get registered and regulated at both the federal and state level. Mr.
McClean explained how some products may not be federally restricted but could be state restricted. The web site will list State
Restricted Use Pesticides. He also stressed that anyone that uses or transports pesticides must be licensed except salesman do not
need a license to transport them. Mr. McClean reminded us that direct supervision means being able to get to the application site
in a timely manner and at no time may un-licensed employees apply pesticides. His talk concluded with a discussion of the attempt
by local governments to control pesticides. He said Towns may pass bylaws to control pesticide use on Town property but not on
private property.
Next up were Kevin Banks, from Vineyard Golf Club, Bruce McIntyre, Town of Barnstable, and Chris Sitko, Masters Candidate
from Cornell University who all talked about “Alternatives and Sustainability to effective Turfgrass Management.” Mr. Banks talked
about the challenge of maintaining an all organic golf course. He went over the maintenance practices of the different turf areas.
Mr. Banks went over the various cultural practices he uses to control diseases, especially dollar spot. He also covered his use of
beneficial nematodes to control grubs but he also uses skunk traps when the nematodes fail.

Following Mr. Banks was Bruce McIntyre who discussed how he handled going from a traditional maintenance program to an
all organic one, on a Town Budget. He covered the cultural practices he used like slice/seeding to plant more sustainable varieties.
Mr. McIntyre concluded by stressing the importance of long range planning if you are going to transition to an all Organic
Program. Organic programs require a huge investment of money and man power.
Concluding this portion of the seminar was Chris Sitko from Cornell University who talked about non-chemical methods of
weed control. He discussed about planting competitive varieties of turfgrass that can out-compete weed species. Mr. Sitko also
talked about the weed seedbank and how deep it resides in the soil profile. Experiments at Vineyard Golf Club seem to show that
crabgrass infestations could be reduced by replacing the top ½ inch of soil, in early August. Most of this work was centered on the
tall roughs, also reducing water overlap in the tall roughs helped reduce the crabgrass population.
Continued on next page
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Our last speaker was Mr. Tim Gerrish, Golf Course Architect of Gardner and Gerrish Design. He talked about sustainable golf
course redesign/renovations for the future with reduced inputs. Mr. Gerrish presented photos of different projects from around the
Country that showed how redesigning a creek, allowing grass to grow long around bodies of water, and even using native plants in
parking areas to filter storm runoff can all help reduce our footprint on the environment. He also said that all renovations must be
designed with the Superintendent and golfer in mind.
Our thanks to our host Joe Felicetti and all of the Pinehills staff for the excellent food and venue.
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Kevin’s GCSAA Corner
By Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Northeast Field Representative
GIS 2020 is in the books! Hopefully those who attended show in Orlando found the edu‐
cation and networking delivered value to you and your facilities. The post GIS newsletter
has historically been a follow‐up on those within the Northeast Region recognized during
the event. In case you missed it, here are excerpts from GCSAA news releases highlighting
our regional members.
Peter Gorman earns Excellence in Government Aﬀairs Award from GCSAA
A focus on water issues advocacy making an impact in Connecticut
Peter Gorman, technical representative for Atlantic Golf and Turf, has earned the 2020 Excellence in Govern‐
ment Aﬀairs Award from the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA) for his passion and
hard work in advocating for the golf course management profession. GCSAA annually recognizes a chapter,
coalition or superintendent for outstanding advocacy or compliance eﬀorts in government aﬀairs.
It was through the Connecticut AGCS that Gorman first became involved in advocacy eﬀorts concerning the
creation of best management practices for courses in the state. Gorman has served as a GCSAA Grassroots Am‐
bassador, a program that matches superintendents with members of Congress to build strong relationships be‐
tween them. More than 380 GCSAA members currently serve as ambassadors.
On the state level, Gorman has made the biggest impact by his involvement in Connecticut water issues. When
the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection oﬀered the Connecticut AGCS a seat on its Water
Planning Council four years ago, Gorman was chosen to represent the golf industry. During his time on the
council, Gorman has met with representatives from various government, industry and environmental groups;
testified in a public hearing at the State Capitol and helped develop the State Water Plan. He has spent hun‐
dreds of hours on the project.
“Originally when I went to water events, I was the golf guy,” Gorman said. “Now when I go to golf events, I am
the water guy.”
GCSAA Distinguished Service Awards honor certified golf course superintendent and retired USGA course
consultant
Mark Kuhns, CGCS, and John Foy will be recognized at the 2020 Golf Industry Show
Kuhns, who served as president of GCSAA in 2009, cites his beginnings in the golf industry for putting him on a
path toward becoming a superintendent.
“I grew up in a family of great golfers and started out working in a course pro shop and caddying before I
moved into landscaping,” Kuhns said. “I have worked with many great people, including other past presidents
who have been my friends and mentors, throughout my career in landscaping and I have not missed a Golf In‐
dustry Show since 1979.”
Kuhns, first elected to serve on the GCSAA Board of Directors in 2003, was the director of grounds at Baltusrol
Golf Club in Springfield, N.J. Previously, he was golf course superintendent at Oakmont (Pa.) Country Club; Lau‐
rel Valley Golf Club and Rolling Rock Club in Ligonier, Pa.; and Ligonier (Pa.) Country Club. Kuhns is currently
the vice president of business development for Turco Golf Inc.
Kuhns has been a GCSAA member for 41 years and first earned certification in 1983. He is a member and past
president of the Mountain & Valley GCSA, former vice president of the Greater Pittsburgh GCSA and currently
serves as government relations chairman for the GCSA of New Jersey. He is a member of the New Jersey Turf‐
grass Association, the Tri‐State Turfgrass Research Foundation and a past member of the Penn State University
Agronomy Advisory Council.

Continued on next page
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Four Northeast Region members selected for Melrose Leadership Academy
The Melrose Leadership Academy supports the professional development of GCSAA‐member superintendents.
It is administered through the Environmental Institute for Golf (EIFG), the philanthropic organization of GCSAA.
The program was established in 2012 by Ken Melrose, retired CEO and chairman of the board of The Toro Co.,
and is supported by a $1 million gift to the EIFG from the Kendrick B. Melrose Family Foundation.
Academy members are chosen through an application process based on financial need, volunteerism and a
drive to advance their careers. The new class will participate in networking and leadership activities, as well as at‐
tend a variety of education seminars. Seventeen superintendents were chosen to be a part of the 2020 Academy.
The Northeast Region members of the 2020 Melrose Leadership Academy were:
Paul Bonini, CGCS of Watertown Golf Club in Watertown, Conn.
Darrell Marcinek, CGCS, of Somerset County Park Commission in Neshanic Station, N.J.
David Moﬀett of Mosholu Golf Course in Bronx, N.Y.
Michael Murphy of Robert T Lynch Municipal Golf Course in Brookline, Mass.
GCSAA president Rafael Barajas, CGCS recognizes GCSAA past‐president
and current GCSA of New England Executive Director Don Hearn, CGCS
for 50 years of membership.

Photo credit: Montana Pritchard
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GCSAA Resources and Deadlines

Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already:

Scholarship season is fast approaching:
Scholarships have been a part of the EIFG’s focus since 1955 when the organization was first founded as the
GCSAA Scholarship and Research Fund. Scholarships funded by the EIFG provide financial assistance to students
who are pursuing a career in golf course management, future researchers and educators, as well as children
and grandchildren of GCSAA members.Visit www.EIFG.org/scholarships for more information.CELEBRATING
GOLF #NationalGolfDay:National Golf Day is the pinnacle event of the year for WE ARE GOLF. As a coalition of
golf industry leaders, National Golf Day celebrated its 12th year in Washington, D.C., which also included a
record‐setting community service project on the National Mall. We hope you can join us in supporting the golf
industry this May 4‐6th! National Golf Day celebrates the game’s $84.1 billion economy, nearly $4 billion an‐
nual charitable impact and many environmental and fitness benefits. Industry leaders will meet with Members
of Congress, the Executive Branch and federal agencies to discuss golf’s 15,000 diverse businesses, two million
jobs impacted, tax revenue and tourism value.Visit wearegolf.org/national‐golf‐day/ for more information and
to register!
Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NEAgain, if I can be of any assistance,
please feel free to contact me.
Kevin Doyle
GCSAA Field Staff
kdoyle@gcsaa.org
Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE
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PO Box 2 | 264 Exeter Rd
Slocum, RI 02877
(p) 800-341-6900 | (f) 401-295-0144
www.sodco.net

Spectacular Shortcut. Fantastic Fairway Height. Gorgeous Greens Height. Only at Sodco.

Sodco is currently growing two
varieties of Fairway Height
Bentgrass. Pennway bentgrass
provides the broad genetic diversity
that creates a fine texture and the
dense, uniform turf. PureFormance
bentgrass combines the three top
performing bentgrass varieties to
create optimal playing conditions.

Sodco’s Shortcut Bluegrass is a mix
of Kentucky Bluegrass varieties,
maintained at a height of 5/8 inch.
Our shortcut bluegrass is grown with
a blend of dwarf bluegrass that is
able to handle the low height of cut,
which makes this sod perfect for tee
boxes and fairways. A perfect
substitution for areas bentgrass is
not preferred.

Do More.
From the Outcross®
Utility Vehicle to the
INFINITY® Sprinklers,
Toro continues to lead
the industry with products
to improve performance,
productivity and efciency.

(800) 243-4355
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Sodco’s 007/Declaration Greens
Height Bentgrass far exceeds the
overall turf performance that is
expected from a traditional bentgrass.
This blend combines two top ranked
varieties in overall turf quality and
dollar spot resistance. Sodco's 50/50
blend is guaranteed to create optimal
playing conditions for your greens.

Patrons of the Sand Blaster
ALLENS SEED
Specializing in the Highest Quality Turf Seed;
Chemicals, Equipment, Tools, Fertilizers, Parts, Repair,
and On Site Services
1-800-527-3898
info@allenseed.com
www.allensseed.com
A-OK TURF EQUIPMENT
Wiedenmann, Lastec, Graden, Agrimetal, Baroness,
Salsco, Sweep N Fill, Turf Pride, Stec, Pronovst,
Lely, Maredo, Classen, and Used Equipment.
www.aokturf.com • 401-826-25849
ATLANTIC GOLF AND TURF
Specializing in agronomy through the distribution of
fertilizer, seed and chemicals throughout
New England.
Gregg Mackintosh (508) 525-5142
BAYER ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed
Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
Backed by Bayer
BEALS AND THOMAS, INC.
B+T provides site design services tailored to golf courses
including: professional civil engineering, landscape
architecture, land surveying, permitting, planning and
environmental services.
Serving New England with offices in
Plymouth and Southborough, MA
Contact: Sarah Stearns (508) 366-0560 or
sstearns@bealsandthomas.com

CHAS. C. HART SEED CO.
A complete line of quality turfgrass seed and
related turf management products
Robin Hayes 508-237-2642
Office: 800-326-HART
FINCH SERVICES, INC. / JOHN DEERE GOLF
Offering our customers the most complete line of
products, service and expertise in the industry.
Visit our web site at www.finchinc.com.
Bill Rockwell (508) 360-1778
OCEAN ORGANICS
Kevin Collins - NE & Mid Atlantic TM
725 King Street, Chappaqua, NY 10514
Mobile: (914) 621-1151
Email: kevin@oceanorganics.com

READ CUSTOM SOILS
The only sand supplier with literally millions of yard
of consistent sand permitted for use.
Call on us for custom soil blending, top dressing
sands, root-zone blends, “early green” black sand,
divot & cart path mixes.
Mark Pendergast 617-686-5590
Garrett Whitney 617-697-4247
Ed Downing 508-440-1833
SODCO, INC.
Slocum, RI – 800.341.6900 – www.sodco.net
All of your golf course grass needs grown on
our 500 acre Green Certified farm.
Bentgrass, Black Beauty, Bluegrass, Fine Fescue, Short
Cut Varieties, Contract Growing
Contact: Pat Hogan (401) 569-1105 or Alicia Pearson
(401) 215-8698

VISIT
WWW.GCSACC.ORG

SYNGENTA
Melissa Hyner Gugliotti 860-221-5712
Email: Melissa.gugliotti@syngenta.com
www.greentrustonline.com
TOM IRWIN, INC.
Greg Misodoulakis • 508-243-6166
With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.
TUCKAHOE TURF FARMS
We offer Bentgrass for greens and tees,
short cut Bluegrass, Bluegrass blends, and
Fine and Tall Fescues.
Pallets and large rolls available. Please call for details.
Farm Office 1-800-556-6985
TURF ENHANCEMENT ENTERPRISES
Tom Fox • 508-450-9254
Featuring Floratine Products,
Analync Soil Testing and Analysis,
JRM tines and bedknives and
Greenleaf TurboDrop spray nozzles.
TURF PRODUCTS
Toro Equipment and Irrigation
Serving the industry since 1970
Dave Beauvais: 508-243-9675
Main Office: 800-243-4355
www.turfproductscorp.com
WINTERBERRY IRRIGATION
Irrigation and pump installation, service and repairs .
Wire tracking, GPS mapping, grounding testing,
start-up, and winterization.
Matt Faherty (860) 681-8982
mfaherty@winterberrygarden.com
Visit www.WinterberryIrrigation.com

