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JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2017
DEDICATED TO MANAGING GOLF COURSES … from the ground up

GCSACC Winter Education Seminar at Southers Marsh Golf Club
By Stuart Eyman, CGCS
It was another full house for GCSACC’s Annual Winter Seminar. Attendees heard three speakers that covered topics ranging
from honey bee habits and problems, the latest news from Cape Towns and Barnstable County concerning threats to the Cape’s
aquifer, ponds and estuaries and the latest developments in the Water Management Act of 1985.
Taryn LaScola, Director of Crop and Pest Services in Massachusetts opened the session talking about pollinators, pesticides
and new regulations concerning requirements for obtaining pesticide credits. She also covered the new regulations for direct
supervision of restricted use products.
In terms of pollinators, Massachusetts has seen a 55.75% loss over the last year with no definite culprit. Nutrition, queen
failure, genetic weakness, pesticides, diseases, beekeeping practices and weather patterns are eight health issues that can have a
detrimental effect on bees. Taryn said pesticide applicators have to be very careful to manage drift and spillage because bees can
travel up to five miles in search of pollen. Bees also use any kind of free standing water to cool their hives. If this water contains
trace amounts of pesticide, the hive could be compromised. In summary she said be sure to stay up to date on all pesticide laws
and regulations.
Our next speaker was Ed Nash who gave us an overview and history of
environmental issues affecting Barnstable County. He mentioned that we are
now dealing with pollution that was caused decades ago but is now just being
brought to light. Regulations to deal with this pollution are being formulated
and all of us must take an active role guiding these. Ed talked about different
solutions to different sources of pollution and we must be active participants in
the solutions to pollution issues on Cape Cod.
The last talk was titled Golf Course Water Use Permits and Regulations by
Massachusetts DEP Program Chief
Duane LeVangie. Mr. LeVangie talked
about the formation of the Water
Management Act of 1985 whose
purpose is to govern water allocation in
Massachusetts. It is broken down by
Registrations and Permits.
Registrations are water rights based on
prior use from 1981-1985 and Permits
are new sources or additional volumes
after the Registration Period. Permits
were issued for twenty year periods and
are now being reviewed by Basin.
Reviews and renewals are currently
being completed in the Taunton Basin
and should start on Cape Cod this year.
Taryn LaScola

Ed Nash

Chief Duane LeVangie
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President’s Message
Fellow GCSACC Members,
It is the start of another season and hopefully everyone was able to enjoy some
time to themselves over the past few months. Before you know it we will be cleaning
up our courses, firing up our pump houses, ramping up and hitting the road to call
on customers, and preparing for our members and the public to come out and enjoy
the fruits of our labor. So, if you could not find the time yet, hopefully you will be
able to find some time for you and your loved ones before we start going full throttle.
The New England Regional Turfgrass Foundation is hosting its 20th annual show
from March 6-9 in Providence once again. There are some interesting topics and
great speakers so if you need certification points or are just looking to get away, take
advantage of this opportunity. As always, the trade show will be a chance to meet
with friends and see what’s new in the industry. I hope to see many of you there.
As far as our association, we had another great educational seminar at Southers
Marsh this past January. Keeping up the tradition, Southers Marsh put on an awesome
event as the food and staff are second to none. Thanks to Will Stearns, JD Marks, and
the Stearns family for hosting this annual event. Also, thanks go out to David Stott
who spent a great deal of time and effort to organize the event. The event was once
again a success and we are throwing some ideas around to make it better in the
future.
In closing, we had a good deal of turnover on the Board of Directors this year.
The BOD will always be a revolving door, and anyone that has donated their time and
effort to making our association better is much appreciated. That being said, we were
fortunate to have great interest from our membership for the new BOD positions this
past December. New board members Kurt Calderwood, Peter Lanman, and Edward
Gianni have stepped in with new and fresh ideas and have already proven to be great
additions. Also, Scott Godfrey has taken on a role to help the BOD with tournaments
and resurrecting the player of the year. Thanks to all of you that ran for office.
If there are any questions or concerns feel free to contact me or a member of
the board so we can try to come up with a solution. I look forward to representing
our association for the next two years.
Regards,

Brian Smoot

(401) 934-7660
EDITOR’S NOTE: The Sand Blaster is produced
bi-monthly as an informational service to its
members. Printed material does not suggest the
views, attitudes or recommended practices of
GCSACC, the board members or its associated
committees. Industry-related articles are always
welcome to be considered for publication.
Articles, as well as address and/or position
changes, may be sent to Julie Heston at
401-934-9901 (fax) or jheston@verizon.net.

2

“INSIDE THE LEATHER”
Announcements:
• Our condolences are extended to the Mathews family on the
passing of Richard Mathews, GCSACC Life Member, who
passed away on December 19, 2017.
• Wishing a speedy recovery to Bill Clark who was recently
hospitalized.
• GCSACC Membership renewals are due on March 15th. The
membership renewal notices were sent out this year by email
generated from our website.
Any updates to your
membership information should be made directly to your
member profile on the website. You will need to login to the
site to update your information. If you did not receive your
renewal notice or are having trouble logging in, please
contact Julie Heston.
• We are looking for photos of our member’s courses for the
website. If you would like to have your photo on the website,
please email them to Julie at jheston@verizon.net.
• If your club or company has been recognized or awarded a
distinction, please send us an email at jheston@verizon.net or
seyman60@gmail.com. We will mention it in an upcoming
edition of The Sand Blaster.
Directory Updates:
 Congratulations to Scott Whitcomb on his new position with
New England Specialty Soils. His new contact information is:
Phone: 781-789-8762 Email: scott@nesoils.com

Save the date

Alumni Turf Group
The 13th Annual Dr. Joseph Troll Turf Classic
May 15, 2017
GreatHorse Golf Club, Hamden, MA
Host: Dave Rafferty, Golf Course Superintendent
Honoree: Brian Silva
GreatHorse is a world-class private club located in the small town
of Hampden, Massachusetts. The Brian Silva’s design incorporates
unparalleled amenities, natural wetlands, mountain views, and
over 200 bunkers. The championship tees offer golfers over 7,500
yards of pristine golf action.
Dave Pease, Executive Secretary
Alumni Turf Group
www.alumniturfgroup.com
Congratulations to Rick Lawlor, CGCS who was chosen to
be a part of the 2017 Melrose Academy:
The Melrose Leadership Academy supports the professional
development of GCSAA member superintendents by providing
individuals the opportunity to attend the Golf Industry Show. The
program is set up to provide up to 20 scholarships every year.

 Read Customs Soils is pleased to announce that Matt
Medeiros has joined their Sales Team! Matt has enjoyed a
distinguished career in the golf course industry. He was the
superintendent at Allendale Country Club from 1995 through
2015. Prior to that he was the Assistant Superintendent at
Rhode Island County Club and Pinebrook Country Club. He
has a degree in Turfgrass Management from the State
University of New York. In addition to golf material sales, Matt
will be supporting the entire line of Read engineered soils.
Matt lives with his wife and young family in Dartmouth, Mass.

Pictured from L-R: Mike Turner and
Rick Lawlor, CGCS at the Golf Industry Show

VISIT WWW.GCSACC.ORG
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Blast from the Past
Since GCSACC is turning 50 this year, we will be highlighting articles
from past newsletters in each issue of The Sand Blaster.

December 1989
4

December 1990
5
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Golf Industry Show – February 4-9, 2017
Orlando, Florida

Continued on next page
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GCSACC Winter Education Meeting – January 19, 2017
Southers Marsh Golf Club

Pictured L-R: GCSACC Board Members: Paul Doherty, Ed Gianni, CGCS; Kurt Calderwood, Peter Lanman,
Brian Smoot, David Stott, Rick Lawlor, CGCS and John Bresnahan (Board member not pictured Jay McGrail)
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Bayer Environmental Science
Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed.

Brian Giblin
(508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com

Alan Vadala
NORTHTURF.COM

The Right Material Matters.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Topdressing
Bunker Sand
Root Zone Blends
Green Divot Mixes
Bridge Sand
Drainage Stone
Drill and Fill
Synthetic Turf
Planting Mixes
Green Rooftops
Blend to YOUR Ratio

(774) 766-2516
We’re here to help with all of
your aeration needs.
We are equipped to do the
entire job or you can simply
choose from several tractors
and implements to
help you get it done!

We provide the highest quality natural sands
and stone products. For applications ranging
from sports turf fields to golf courses, our
products are perfect for every project.
Let us quote on your project. Call Bob
Chalifour at 860-908-7414, or fax all specs
to us at 401-762-4976.

Slater
FA R M S

Holliston
S A N D

Slatersville, RI 02876 401-766-5010 www.hollistonsand.com
Holliston Sand Company
is NSF certified

Our products are also available dry and in bulk and packaged form.
Delivered with dump truck, flatbed or pneumatic tanker.
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Donate to Tee-Up New England!
“The Most Important Shot
in Golf is the Next One”
Ben Hogan

The Captain’s Course
2016 Donor Club

What other Game can fill your Senses,
Sap your Strength and become
a Passion like Golf!
Every Round of Golf donation will help to support the future of the Game

ϮϬϭϳKŶůŝŶĞƵĐƟŽŶ͗ƉƌŝůϭϬͲϭϳ
Go to: www.tee-upnewengland.com
We need Your Help to promote: Your Course, the Game of
Golf and Turfgrass Research!
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Kevin’s GCSAA Corner
By Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Northeast Field Representative
In case you missed the wrap-up of GIS in Orlando, the following is a brief overview from
many of the GCSAA media outlets of how things played out. Thank you to all who attended
and made the event the success it was. I hope you are looking forward to San Antonio in
2018 already!
Orlando by the numbers:
The 2017 Golf Industry Show, presented by GCSAA and the NGCOA, proved a resounding success, with
attendance numbers rising across the board. Total attendance rose to 13,600, including nearly 600 first-time
member registrations. The education conference filled 5,800 seminar seats, the highest number since 2008. The
250,000-square-foot trade show drew 6,300 qualified buyers to view the latest golf facility solutions and interact
with 569 exhibitors.
Voting updates:
Bill H. Maynard, CGCS, was elected GCSAA’s 2017 president during the annual meeting in Orlando on Feb. 9.
Other 2017 board members include: Darren J. Davis, CGCS, vice president; Rafael Barajas, CGCS, secretary
treasurer; Peter J. Grass, CGCS, immediate past president; and Kevin P. Breen, CGCS, John R. Fulling Jr., CGCS,
Mark F. Jordan, CGCS, Kevin P. Sunderman and John Walker, directors. In addition, a $5 dues increase for Class
A, B and C members passed, as did a change to Article I, Section 2 of the GCSAA Bylaws, amending the definition
of equipment managers in the bylaws.
How the schools fared:
Penn State University’s Team #10 took first place in GCSAA’s Collegiate Turf Bowl Competition, presented in
partnership with John Deere Golf. The foursome of Thomas Goyne, Derek Buganza, Curt Moore, Kevin Heimann,
along with advisor Ben McGraw, Ph.D., will return to State College, Pa., with the traveling trophy and prize award.
Second- and third-place honors went to Team #55 from Cal Poly Pomona and Team #23 from Auburn University,
respectively. Fifty-eight teams, composed of 204 students from 36 different schools, competed in the event.
While none of the New England universities managed to get stage time, the Northeast region did great! Tied for
sixth was University of Guelph, and finishing fourth was SUNY-Delhi!
Regional members highlighted:
Several members from the Northeast region were selected to attend GIS as grant recipients. They received this
opportunity as part of the Melrose Leadership Academy program, which supports the professional development
of GCSAA member superintendents. It is administered through the Environmental Institute for Golf (EIFG), the
philanthropic organization of the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA). The program was
established in 2012 by Ken Melrose, retired CEO and chairman of the board of The Toro Co., and is supported by
a $1 million gift to the EIFG from the Kendrick B. Melrose Family Foundation. Congratulations to:
• Chris Frielinghaus, CGCS at Glen Falls Country Club in Queensbury, N.Y.
• Scott Hellerman, at Pitman Golf Course in Sewell, N.J.
• Richard Lawlor, CGCS at Town of Yarmouth Golf in West Yarmouth, Mass.
• Matthew Simon, at Thendara Golf Club in Thendara, N.Y.
• Michael Whitehead, CGCS at Pawtucket Country Club in Pawtucket, R.I

GCSAA Resources and Deadlines
you Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already:
Continued on next page
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GCSAA investigating a political action committee
GCSAA is exploring the launch of a political action committee in 2017. During 2016, government affairs staff
presented the concept of a GCSAA PAC to the Government Affairs Committee, GCSAA Board of Directors and
chapter delegates, and are now seeking feedback from membership. Before April 15, please watch the GCSAA
PAC videos, read the PAC brochure and provide online feedback here: http://cqrcengage.com/gcsaa/gcsaapac
Advocate for golf: National Golf Day, Washington D.C.
WE ARE GOLF, a coalition of golf’s leading organizations, will host its 10th annual National Golf Day on
Wednesday, April 26, 2017 on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C.
“We look forward to celebrating the 10th anniversary of National Golf Day by educating our country’s lawmakers
about the game’s significant impact,” said Steve Mona, Chief Executive Officer of World Golf Foundation,
administrator of WE ARE GOLF. “As we await a new Presidential administration this month, we are optimistic
about the momentum for golf in 2017 and also pleased with the strides our industry has made on Capitol Hill in
the last decade to ensure that golf’s interests are effectively represented.”
Deadline to register is Wednesday, March 1, 2017. For information and to register visit We Are Golf
Scholarship Season is HERE NOW!
Par Aide’s Joseph S. Garske Collegiate Grant Program
The goal of this program is to assist GCSAA members’ children in funding their education at either an accredited
college or trade school. It is available to the children of GCSAA members who have been an active member for
five or more consecutive years. Applicant must be a graduating high school senior and be accepted at an
institution of higher learning for the upcoming year. The annual deadline is March 15.
GCSAA Legacy Awards
Knowing the costs of higher education will continue to rise, the Environmental Institute for Golf developed this
program to provide scholarship assistance to the children and grandchildren of GCSAA members who have been
active Class A, Class B, Class C, Class A-Retired, or Class AA members for five or more consecutive years. Honorees
receive a $1,500 award. Applicants must be enrolled full time at an accredited institution of higher learning, or
for high school seniors, they must have been accepted at such an institution for the next academic year. In
addition, award winners are ineligible to apply the year following their award, but can reapply after a one-year
hiatus. The annual deadline is April 15.
Upcoming FREE webcasts:
Feb. 23: Oxygen Acetylene Welding, Cutting and Brazing - equipment management series
Mar. 1: Sodium and its Management for Turf
Mar. 15: Managing Irrigation for Turfgrass Health
Mar. 22: On the Subject of Sole
Mar. 29: Carbon, Carbon Everywhere
Apr. 11 : Diagnosing & Managing Nematodes - The Latest in Nematode Control
Again, if I can be of any assistance, please feel free to contact me.
Kevin Doyle
GCSAA Field Staff
kdoyle@gcsaa.org
Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE
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MORE UNIFORM WETTING
BETTER PLAYABILITY
IMPROVED FERTILIZER EFFICIENCY
INCREASED PESTICIDE EFFICACY
AND CONTROL
LONGER LASTING PERFORMANCE
HIGHER COST
Sixteen90 is the economical soil surfactant with staying
RQYGT+VUUWRGTKQTHQTOWNCVKQPCNNQYUHQTƃGZKDNG
protection against water repellency course wide.
Turf managers can make short or long term applications
on greens, tees, fairways, roughs, greens surrounds and
DWPMGTHCEGU*QYGXGTKVƂVUKPVQ[QWTVWTHOCPCIGOGPV
RTQITCO5KZVGGPQWVRGTHQTOUVJGEQORGVKVKQP

To learn more, contact Kevin Collins at (609) 841-2077 or Kevin.Collins@aquatrols.com.

1-800-257-7797 | info@aquatrols.com | www.aquatrols.com
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Patrons of the Sand Blaster
ALLENS SEED
Specializing in the Highest Quality Turf Seed;
Chemicals, Equipment, Tools, Fertilizers, Parts, Repair,
and On Site Services
1-800-527-3898
info@allenseed.com
www.allensseed.com
A-OK TURF EQUIPMENT
Wiedenmann, Lastec, Graden, Agrimetal, Baroness,
Salsco, Sweep N Fill, Turf Pride, Stec, Pronovst,
Lely, Maredo, Classen, and Used Equipment.
www.aokturf.com • 401-826-25849
George Wise 508-274-7445
AQUATROLS CORP. OF AMERICA

Kevin Collins
Mid-Atlantic & Northeast Territory Manager
(609) 841-2077
kevin.collins@aquatrols.com

ATLANTIC GOLF AND TURF
Specializing in agronomy through the distribution of
fertilizer, seed and chemicals throughout
New England.
Gregg Mackintosh (508) 525-5142

BAYER ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Building on an already solid foundation of
proven products to help you succeed
Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
Backed by Bayer
BEALS AND THOMAS, INC.
B+T provides site design services tailored to golf courses
including: professional civil engineering, landscape
architecture, land surveying, permitting, planning and
environmental services.
Serving New England with offices in
Plymouth and Southborough, MA
Contact: Sarah Stearns (508) 366-0560 or
sstearns@bealsandthomas.com

CHAS. C. HART SEED CO.
A complete line of quality turfgrass seed and
related turf management products
Robin Hayes 508-237-2642
Office: 800-326-HART
LACORTE EQUIPMENT / JOHN DEERE GOLF
Offering our customers the most complete line of
products, service and expertise in the industry.
Visit our web site at www.lacorteequipment.com.
Bill Rockwell (508) 789-5293

BARENBRUG USA
Producers of RTF, Supercharged Bentgrasses,
Turf Blue HGT and Regenerating Perennial Rye
Great in Grass
Bruce Chapman, Territory Manager 401-578-2300
bchapman@barusa.com

MTE TURF EQUIPMENT SOLUTIONS
Toby Christoun
tchristoun@mte.us.com
(978) 654-4240 ext. 1414
The Cape’s exclusive Jacobsen dealer.

BASF
Pete Jacobson
919-530-9062
peter.jacobson@basf.com
http://www.betterturf.basf.us/

NEW ENGLAND SPECIALTY SOILS
1mm & 2mm. Top Dressing Sand
Rootzone Mixes, Buff & HD Bunker Sand
Divot Blends- Bulk/Bagged delivery
Ed Downing 978-230-2300
ed@nesoils.com
www.nesoils.com
READ CUSTOM SOILS
Custom soil blending, top dressing sands,
Root zone blends, “early green” black sand,
divot & cart path mixes.
Terry Driscoll, Garrett Whitney – (888) 475-5526

VISIT
WWW.GCSACC.ORG

SODCO, INC.
Slocum, RI – 800.341.6900 – www.sodco.net
All of your golf course grass needs grown on our 500
acre Green Certified farm.
Bentgrass, Black Beauty, Bluegrass, Fine Fescue, Short
Cut Varieties, Contract Growing
Contact: Pat Hogan (401) 569-1105 or Alicia Pearson
(401) 215-8698
SYNGENTA
Melissa Hyner Gugliotti 860-221-5712
Email: Melissa.gugliotti@syngenta.com
www.greentrustonline.com
TUCKAHOE TURF FARMS
Putting Green Quality Bentgrasses, bentgrass blends,
fescue, washed sod, ryegrass, bluegrass turf
Steve Donohue 1-800-556-6985
Joe Farina 1-800-556-6985
TURF ENHANCEMENT ENTERPRISES
Tom Fox • 508-450-9254
Featuring Floratine Products, Analync Soil
Testing and Analysis, JRM tines and bedknives
and Greenleaf TurboDrop spray nozzles.
TURF PRODUCTS
Toro Equipment and Irrigation
Serving the industry since 1970
Dave Beauvais: 508-243-9675
Tim Berge: 860-490-2787
Main Office: 800-243-4355
www.turfproductscorp.com
WINTERBERRY IRRIGATION
Complete irrigation and pump installation
and service throughout New England.
Matt Faherty (860) 681-8982
mfaherty@winterberrygarden.com
www.WinterberryIrrigation.com

